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further assistance, and made her capable of giving him further help, light, and directions, in his duty, and that he stood in the way of his own comforts all the while he was without her ; nay, that he seemed to reject the instrument by which God had done him so much good, without inquiring whether God had designed her for his further benefit or no.
He reflected how suitable a disposition she was of in religious things to the design he had of keeping up a religious family, and how admirable a wife, a mother, a mistress, such a lady must needs be to him and his whole house, who now saw the truth of the excellent sentence she had often repeated to him, viz., That a religious life was the only heaven upon earth. He discoursed of all these things with his faithful counsellor, poor William, who pressed him by all the persuasions he could use to go and make her his own, for it was the only fear, William said, he had for him, that he would marry some lady, who, having been brought up in the usual levity of the times, would pull him backward, rather than forward him in his religious resolutions.
With these thoughts he resolved to go to London, and apply himself immediately to his former mistress, and obtain her for his own if possible ; but was exceedingly disappointed when he found she and her father, and all the family, were gone to the Bath.
However, he waited, and hearing of their return, he went immediately to make his visit without anj ceremony. When he found she was abroad, he fell to work seriously with her father; he told him, that the last time he was there, he had indeed promised to wait on her again, but had not yet done it, for which he was come now to ask her pardon, and to give her the reason of it, and hoped he would give him leave to see his daughter again, notwith-